
Share this email:

F A L L  2 0 2 1

Welcome to this seasonal issue of “Branching Out” — Your home for news and

stories about the trees of Cypress Lawn Arboretum!

Dearest friends, neighbors, and tree-lovers near and far —

In just four seasons, much may transpire in the life of a young tree. A seedling,

new to the earth in which we plant it, will send roots in many directions,

searching for nutrients and stability in the place it will now be at home. Skyward,

too, buds will burst and branches lengthen, searching for sunlight and acclimating

to both wind and land.

Truly, the singular moment of planting a tree is only the origin of what we hope to

be a long journey, with the humble seedling emerging over the years as a mature

specimen, likely to be enjoyed most not by us, but by our grandchildren, and their

children after them. That is the living legacy of Cypress Lawn Arboretum, a gift

not only to treasure — but also to grow anew.

And in those initial four seasons of new growth, that oh-so-pivotal first year of a

tree’s establishment, our connection and care for such burgeoning life are all the

more important. Giving attention to the new additions of Cypress Lawn’s living

collection will help to ensure that generations to come will bear witness to the

changing seasons while walking in their shade. 

One year ago, on the first-ever Arboretum Day, a young Monterey cypress tree was

planted and is today thriving and growing onward in its lifelong place, now

established beside the famed entry archway of Cypress Lawn Memorial Park. The

Branching Out newsletter, now in its fifth installment, has also lived a full calendar

cycle, ever striving across the seasons to tell the stories of our many trees.

As we near our second-annual Arboretum Day, we look forward to sharing in the

caring experience of planting trees with you once more. Please do join us and

follow along, as we move forward with the hope of establishing meaningful

traditions, of care and kinship between people and trees, here at Cypress Lawn.

As always, feel free to send any tree-related inquiries to

CLArboretum@cypresslawn.com. Come visit the Arboretum soon, be well, and

remember to celebrate life!

Your ever-humble Arboretum Director, 

Josh Gevertz 

 

HAPPENING THIS SEASON

COMING UP IN OCTOBER: Prop support installation for specimen

Cork Oak on East Campus, in collaboration with Advanced Tree Care and

Tree Management Experts.

NOV. 12, 2021: ARBORETUM DAY! Featuring formal proclamation

of annual holiday by Colma Mayor Diana Colvin, memorial tree planting

ceremony at entry archway, celebratory walking Tree Tour, and more.

COMING UP IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER: Continuation of

specimen tree care —  preservation, restoration, and curation throughout

East and West Campuses, in collaboration with Bay Area Arborist Co-

operative.

HAPPENING NEXT SEASON

COMING UP IN JANUARY: Continuation of specimen tree care in

collaboration with Bay Area Arborist Co-op and additional Arboretum

Allies.

COMING UP THIS WINTER: Continuation of public walking “Tree

Tours," led in person by Arboretum Director Josh Gevertz.

COMING UP ON JAN. 25, 2022: Feature film release, showcasing

“CypressFest”, a recent major project in care of centurial Monterey

Cypress specimen trees throughout Cypress Lawn Arboretum.

CYPRESS LAWN ARBORETUM

DAY 2021: NOVEMBER 12th

It is my honor to extend to you a cordial in-person (as well as virtual!) invitation to

our second-annual Arboretum Day, here at Cypress Lawn Arboretum and Botanical

Gardens on Nov. 12, 2021. The first-ever Arboretum Day, held last year on Nov. 18,

2020, was indeed a meaningful celebration of life befitting the legacy of our

Memorial Park, where trees have been cherished since our founding in 1892.

READ MORE & WATCH VIDEO

"DANCING ON THE BRINK OF

THE WORLD" – 

VOLUME V: HERITAGE

While truly an indigenous tree only in the pocket remnants of ancient groves found at

Point Lobos and Pebble Beach along the Monterey peninsula, Hesperocyparis

macrocarpa is today a culturally significant tree that has come to be naturalized in

many other locations around the world, including north and south along the California

coastline. One place in particular, a culturally unique landscape that shares a kinship

with Cypress Lawn primarily through the historic planting of Monterey cypress trees,

has a story that I would like to share with you in greater detail. This place is known

as The Sea Ranch.

READ MORE
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